
Book Review 

The Pigtails and Chopsticks Man by Jim Cromarty,  

(Darlington, Evangelical Press, 2002) paperback, 206 pages. 

 

Jim Cromarty is becoming increasingly known and appreciated for his books for use in 

family worship, especially intended for families with young children (e.g. Food for 

Cannibals – the Story of John G. Paton, The Book of Family Worship, and a collection of 

Books for Family Reading).  This is a niche that is sadly neglected by many Christian 

publishing houses today and Evangelical Press is to be commended for seeking to fill the 

void. 

 

The Pigtails and Chopsticks Man is the story of J. Hudson Taylor, founder of the China 

Inland Mission.  This is no weighty biographical study but an easily read introduction for 

families, children and young adults to the life of this remarkable saint who dedicated his 

entire life to see the peoples of China’s inland provinces reached with the Gospel.  It is an 

inspiring story of adventure, joy, tragedy, romance, and great faith that overcame 

apparently insurmountable obstacles. 

 

Cromarty writes in a simple, “storytelling” style.  The illustrated chapters are short, 

enough for 5-10 minute daily readings that would be ideal to supplement any young 

family’s Scripture reading and prayer.  Each chapter concludes with a few simple “to 

think about” questions to facilitate discussion with younger children. 

 

Some parents may wish to skip past a few of the “gorier” descriptions of the horrific 

Chinese civil wars Taylor encountered, and one sometimes has the sense that the writer is 

attempting to condense a much larger book into the form of a small paperback, resulting 

in somewhat “choppy” reading at times.  These are minor criticisms, however, of an 

otherwise excellent book that will find a place on many family bookshelves and more 

importantly, perhaps inspire children to consider missions from an early age.   
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